X chromosome inactivation-mediated cellular mosaicism for the study of the monoclonal origin and recurrence of mouse tumors: a review.
X chromosome inactivation-mediated cellular mosaicism was applied to study the clonal nature of experimental and human tumors and to judge whether apparently recurrent tumors which appear after therapeutic treatment are truly due to recurrence or due to new induction of a second tumor. Results show that the majority of experimental and human tumors, including benign tumors, are monoclonal and that the majority of apparently recurrent tumors are due to true recurrence. A series of experimental studies on this topic are reviewed.